
 

Key benefits

> Recovers wasted space

> Reduces schedule interruptions 
and reruns

> Ensures job completion during 
peak periods, such as year-end 
processing

> Automates labor-intensive, 
repetitive processes

> Supports DFSMS strategies with 
enhanced standards 
development and enforcement

> Extends DFSMS implementation 
with dynamic and flexible 
pooling and subpooling

> Manages all data with a 
consistent strategy, regardless 
of whether the data set is SMS-
managed

> Includes the functionality of 
MAINVIEW SRM EasySMS, 
MAINVIEW SRM StopX37/II, and 
MAINVIEW SRM EasyPOOL.

BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation associated specific applications with the physical and log-
ical storage assets that support them. It ensures proper allocation of critical application data
sets, regardless of whether they are SMS-managed. BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation en-
sures that jobs complete successfully the first time they are run.

BMC MAINVIEW SRM 
Allocation
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Business challenge
As the volume of data grows exponentially, 
managing it and the hardware that stores it can 
be a challenge. Decreased performance and 
availability issues result from problems such as 
failing to adhere to naming standards, 
assigning incorrect block sizes, and requesting 
inappropriate amounts of space, or having 
inadequate space. Furthermore, isolated 
storage management solutions that manage 
only pieces of the storage enterprise are 
inadequate for today’s complex storage 
environments.

BMC Software solution
BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation makes it 
easy to manage complex storage 
environments. Users benefit from time 
management savings that may include a 
reduction of up to 50% for the DFSMS project 
timetable and up to 60% for coding 
requirements. There are fewer processes to 
manage.

Effective storage management
BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation can 

> Add secondary space allocation when 
needed but not originally requested, based 
on percentage of primary space available

> Reduce primary space allocation by a user-
defined percentage, if OS/390 or z/OS 
cannot find space

> Reduce secondary space allocation 

> Increase secondary space allocation after a 
user-specified extent limit is reached

> Add a volume if extent limit for a volume is 
reached or extents are unavailable on the 
volume

> Rename, delete, or uncatalog old versions, 
to prevent I/O errors and access of invalid 
data by allowing OS/390 or z/OS to catalog 
the current version

> Initialize empty data sets that are allocated 
at step end and release unused space, 
enabling DFSMShsm to recognize and 
migrate the data set

> Optimize block size by overriding block 
sizes of new allocations to improve space 
usage and performance or by allowing 
device independence 

> Redirect allocations to VIO for temporary 
data sets with the option to limit use to 
data sets of specified size, automatically 
releasing unused space when a data set 
closes

> Consolidate data sets it extended to 
multiple volumes to a single volume

DFSMS features
BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation enhances 
DFSMS by providing:

> Information necessary to position the 
environment for DFSMS, such as changing 
a data set’s pool or storage group or forcing 
a migration.



Helping you maintain advantage
BMC Software Education Services 
offers a strategic investment for your 
business, maximizing the value for your 
employees and Business Service 
Management initiatives. Education 
ensures successful product 
implementation, promoting mastery of 
all product capabilities and highest 
productivity with your BMC Software 
solutions. To explore our education 
offerings, visit our web page at http://
www.bmc.com/bmceducation, or 
contact BMC Software Education 
Services by telephone or e-mail:

> North America
Telephone: 800 574 4262
E-mail: education@bmc.com

> Asia Pacific
Telephone: +61 3 9657 4404
E-mail: ap_education@bmc.com

> Europe, Middle East, and Africa 
(EMEA)
Telephone: 00800 26233822 
E-mail: emea_education@bmc.com

About BMC Software
BMC Software, Inc. [NYSE:BMC] is a 

leading provider of enterprise 

management solutions that empower 

companies to manage their IT 

infrastructure from a business 

perspective.  Delivering Business 

Service Management, BMC Software 

solutions span enterprise systems, 

applications, databases and service 

management. Founded in 1980, BMC 

Software has offices worldwide and 

fiscal 2005 revenues of more than $1.46 

billion. For more information about BMC 

Software, visit www.bmc.com.
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> Control statement generation. This 
eliminates one of the manual steps in 
DFSMS implementation and 
management. Control statements drive 
corrective action for problems that occur 
when classes or groups are changed 
(before or after DFSMS).

> Synchronization reports that allow you to 
identify data sets that have different 
assignments than would occur based on 
current DFSMS policies.

> An easy-to-use alternative to the ACS 
language for assigning SMS constructs. 
This can be used in conjunction with, or 
as a complete replacement for, ACS 
routines. Construct assignments can be 
based on user-defined variables, filter and 
rule lists, and name-masking capabilities. 

> The ability to test new or modified ACS 
code—in a production environment—
without using complicated ISMF 
scenarios. 

DFSMS implementation
In a non-DFSMS environment, BMC 
MAINVIEW SRM provides all the benefits of 
DFSMS implementation. 

BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation delivers 
efficient pooling, intelligent allocation, and 
standards control to optimize performance 
and space use for all types of data sets. BMC 
MAINVIEW SRM Allocation works with 
DFSMS to provide a granularity of control not 
possible with DFSMS alone. 

BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation helps you 
implement DFSMS or extend your 
implementation. Pooling strategies can be 
easily applied SMS and non-SMS volumes to 
bring more data sets into a consistent 
storage management strategy. BMC 
MAINVIEW SRM Allocation can create 
subpools within SMS groups. 

Intelligent allocation control
DFSMS supplies minimal accounting for 
actual device performance or volume space 
use when placing a data set. With DFSMS, 
there is no attempt to balance the load, 
improve DASD use, or ensure that 
performance requirements are met. BMC 
MAINVIEW SRM Allocation extends DFSMS 

functionality by selecting eligible volumes 
based on best fit, contiguous space, percent 
space available, and real-time and historical 
performance.

BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation can avoid 
volumes that have exceeded a threshold. You 
can apply the same type of threshold control 
available with DFSMS to non-SMS managed 
data.

BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation considers 
RAID device-type in volume selection, so 
data sets can be automatically directed to the 
most appropriate device. BMC MAINVIEW 
SRM Allocation uses the physical to logical 
volume mapping information obtained by 
BMC MAINVIEW SRM Reporting from the 
storage arrays to allocate user-specified data 
sets to separate physical volumes. 

Standards enforcement
BMC MAINVIEW SRM Allocation enables 
you to set limits on allocation requests, 
providing both monitoring and enforcement 
capabilities. It also ensures that:

> Block size is optimized

> Expiration dates are appropriate

> Renamed data sets that require a change 
in management class are identified

> Allocation requests are within guidelines

> New data sets are cataloged

> VSAM parameters and qualifiers conform 
to standards

Tape management
The lack of effective space management of 
tape volumes has contributed to the 
tremendous number of tapes and tape 
devices required by most shops. BMC 
MAINVIEW SRM Allocation enhances tape 
management by deferring tape mounts from 
allocation time to open and splitting the unit 
affinity specifications across separate STK 
SILO devices based on the actual tape 
location, eliminating the need to enter or 
remove volumes.
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